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DURABLE SHOPPING BAGS RAISE MORE HEALTH FEARS 
 
 
Further evidence has emerged that durable bags can become a repository for microbes and 
pose a serious threat to their users’ health. 
 
Although durable shopping bags may seem environmentally friendly, a survey carried out by 
ABC 7 News, a US-based news station in the Washington DC area, found that these bags 
could pose a risk to your health by becoming a home for bacteria, fungus and mould.  
 
To carry out a quick survey of the dangers that might lurk within durable bags, ABC 7 
collected 10 bags from shoppers across its broadcasting area, had them swabbed, then sent 
to a laboratory to find out what was living inside them. The lab found half of the bags 
contaminated to the point where they should be thrown away for safety reasons. 
 
Every bag showed a presence of bacteria, fungus, mould, or yeast. Several bags had a 
combination of some or all of those. 
 
"Think of these organisms all being in that bag," they said. "You put your milk in that bag, it's 
wet on the outside, the organisms find a place to grow -- all they need is moisture." 
 
No contamination or dangers to health were found in two brand-new bags which were tested 
in the same study, so the contamination clearly came after the bags had been used. 
 
One user's bag in the ABC 7 test came back with four times the bacteria that would 
be considered safe for drinking water. It also had four kinds of fungus, and what could be 
shigella, a fecal pathogen similar to salmonella. 
 
”This result confirms our own reservations about durable bags,” says Michael Laurier, CEO 
of Symphony Environmental Ltd., the specialists in oxo-biodegradable plastic.  We have 
noted the results of studies carried out by Guelph Chemical Laboratories in Canada, and the 
University of Arizona which reached almost exactly the same conclusions.  The best solution 
for public health is a plastic carrier bag. 
 
The only problem with plastic carrier bags is that they can lie or float around in the 
environment for decades, but not if they are made with d2w technology. d2w converts 
ordinary plastic at little or no cost into a material with a completely different molecular 
structure, which can be bio-assimilated in the environment by a similar process as a leaf.” 
 
For video of oxo-bio plastic film degrading, go to: 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=i3TGqcpWJTM 
 
Symphony has recently launched a new formulation called d2p which can be added to plastic 
products such as door knobs, table-tops, and re-usable plastic bags, to make them lethal for 
microbes but safe for humans and animals. 
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NOTE TO EDITORS:   
 
Symphony Environmental Ltd is a subsidiary of Symphony Environmental Technologies Plc.,  
a British company listed on the AIM market of the London Stock Exchange, with an ADR 
facility in New York.  It has a diverse and growing customer-base in 92 countries around the 
world.  Symphony’s technology is branded d2w

® and appears as a droplet logo on many 
thousands of tonnes of plastic packaging and other plastic products.  
  
Symphony is a member of the British Plastics Association (www.bpf.co.uk), the Oxo-
biodegradable Plastics Association (www.biodeg.org), the Society for the Chemical Industry 
(UK) www.soci.org  and the American Standards Organisation (www.ASTM.org ).  Symphony 
is also a member of the European Organisation for Packaging & the Environment 
www.EUROPEN.be, and the British Brands Group www.britishbrandsgroup.org.uk. 
Symphony actively participates in the work of the British Standards Institution 
(www.BSIgroup.com), the European Standards Organisation (www.CEN.eu ), and the 
International Standards Organisation (www.ISO.org ) 
 
For information about Oxo-biodegradable plastic generally see www.d2w.net and 
www.biodeg.org 
 
For further information, contact:  

 
Carteret Communications 
0207-828-8598 
trense@googlemail.com 
 
Louise Ling, Marketing Executive at Symphony   
0208-207-5900 
Louise.ling@d2w.net  
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